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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Significance of the Study
The control of crime is a ma^or interest of society in
America and recently, because of the present world crisis,
the attention of some of our leading cities has been
focused on the juvenile delinquency problem.
Special committees have been formed in various com¬
munities to determine the causes of an increased rate of
delinquency among the youth of today. These committees are
also searching for the possible factors involved in the
control of juvenile delinquency.
It is our opinion that any great reduction of
crime will result neither from assuming a laissez-
faire attitude, nor by deductive speculations, but
solely by a better understanding of the psychologi¬
cal processes which underlie human behavior in
general and crime in particular. These processes
determine the individual’s reactions to his situations,
even though the situation itself is beyond the
offender’s control,!
Therefore, in any effective program of "prevention in
juvenile delinquency the underlying causes must first be
studied and carefully analyzed. This study was made because
of this significant factor.
Purpose of the Study
Children are frequently referred to the Juvenile Court
^Franz Alexander and william Healy, Roots of Crime
(Boston, 1935), p, 3,
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by their parents, the schools and interested individuals,
who request the court to handle a given problem. These
people have recognized their own efforts of control as futile,
hence, they resort to the Juvenile Court for assistance. In
many instances the children readily confess their commission
of the offense in question, but when asked by the probation
staff member why the act was committed invariably reply,
«I don*t know.” This type of answer from a number of children
stimulated the author's interest in making this study.
It is therefore the purpose of this study to examine the
records of a selected number of cases in an effort to dis¬
cover the causes of the Juvenile problem as revealed by fifty
case records of Negro Juvenile delinquents from the Municipal
Juvenile, Court, Tulsa, Oklahoma. It will also show the affect
the present world crisis has upon delinquency in Tulsa. It
is felt that a better understanding of the causes of criminal
behavior is necessary for an effective program of delinquency
prevention.
The study will demonstrate those social and economic
factors which are commonly regarded as major determinants in
the causation of Juvenile delinquency.
Scope and Limitation
This study is confined to fifty case records of Negro
children taken from the file for the year 1942 of the
Municipal Juvenile Court, Tulsa, Oklahoma. The case records
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used as a basis for this study represent each type of
delinquency which appeared on the files of that court from
January 1, 1942 to December 31, 1942. Although some of the
cases studied were referred to the court before this period,
the treatment was being continued during this time, therefore,
samples of this group are contained in the study.
Method of Securing Data
A schedule was used in taking the data from the case
records of the Municipal Juvenile Court, Tulsa. Ten percent
of the total number of case records of each offense type
were selected from the file of the court. Approximately
one-half of the individuals were known to the writer through
a block-field-work experience at this court as a student
worker from the Atlanta University School of Social Work
from February 1, 1942 to June 1, 1942. During this period
frequent interviews with the children and their families was
a part of the experience, in which much information was
gained concerning the involved individuals.
The method of analysis used in this study will be
statistical with case history references employed for
illustrative purposes.
>CHAPTER II
ORGANIZATIONAL SET-UP OF THE MICIPAL JUVENILE COURT
The evaluation of the Municipal Juvenile Court is not
the purpose of this study, but a description of the organiza¬
tional set-up is given in this chapter to gain an insight
in the methods of treatment used. In many instances the
practices are contrary to those maintained by the standard
juvenile court, which is reflected in the treatment of the
involved individuals.
The first Juvenile court in the United States was
started in Illinois in 1899, The purpose of this court was:
That the care, custody, and discipline of a child
should approximate, as nearly as may be, that which
should be given by its parentsj and, in all cases
where it can be properly done, the child be placed
in an approved family homes, and become a member of
the family by legal adoption or otherwise,!
Since society had long been accustomed to delegating
control to the government in the case of criminals, it is
necessary to stress the fact that the control of Juvenile
offenders is henceforth to be supervised by a government in¬
stitution acting in a sympathetic, informal and understanding
manner. Up to this point in history it could not be said
that the attributes of sympathy and forbearance, usually
thought of in connection with a family court or other face-
lEphraim Banning, "Report of the State of Illinois",
National Conference of Charities and Corrections Proceedings
for 1899, p, 54.
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to-face groups, should now have found its way into courts
of law.l
The Municipal Juvenile Court functioned as early as
1928 in Tulsa, but not to the satisfaction of those citizens
who were interested in reclaiming to good citizenship boys
and girls who found themselves in the court,2
In the early spring of 1934, through the efforts of
interested citizens, the representatives of one hundred
and one civic organizations of the city held a meeting,
chose an executive committee, and invited Mrs. Marjorie
Bell of the national probation Association to come in
and make a study and submit recommendations. As a re¬
sult of this study, Tulsa set up a Municipal Juvenile
Court which incorporated the most successful experience
of other cities. A non-partisan advisory board of
citizens, and a trained staff, selected through com¬
petitive examination, are integral parts of this plan.3
The function of the Municipal Juvenile Court is to
alleviate the problems of the delinquent and pre-delinquent
children in the City of Tulsa, The philosophy of the court
is to correct, educate and rehabilitate, and never to
punish.
The court as a legal institution acts with authority;
the court as a clinic studies the child and his background;
the court as a social agency, with an authoritarian setting,
makes the necessary adjustments calculated to rehabilitate
the juvenile.4
^Allan East, The Genesis and Early Development of a
Juvenile Court. University of Oregon M A Thesis (Portland,
i93'S)";pr3F;~
^Ben D. Chapman, Chief Probation Officer, Annual Report of
the Municipal Juvenile Court, Tulsa, for the Year Ending July




There is an attempt to get away from all legal phraselogy,
for example, children are not arrested, but detained, instead
of having trials, the court has hearings; in lieu of a
sentence, the court commits. After an official court commit¬
ment to a state institution the child’s length of detention
is governed by his own behavior and his ability to indicate
he has arrived at the right ideas which will help him to
take his place in society as a constructive citizen.
The staff keeps a close working relationship with all
other social agencies in the city and is in constant contact
with the United Family Service, Children’s Service Bureau,
City Health Department and the Attendance and Guidance
Department of the Tulsa Public Schools. All cases referred
to the court are cleared through the Social Service Exchange.
The Juvenile Court Board
The board is composed of seven members and by ordinance
must include a Judge of a court of record of the County of
Tulsa, other than the Municipal Juvenile Court Judge; and
an employee of a recognized social agency and an employee of
the Tulsa Public School System. Three of the seven board
members must be women. The board is appointed by the Mayor
of the City and confirmed by the City Commission once per
year. It has been the practice of the mayor and the city
commissioners to reappoint the same board members for at
least two terms. The board holds monthly meetings, observes
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the procedure of the court, advises with the staff, makes
recommendations to the City Commission and interprets the
function of the Court to the community.
The board also determines minimum qualifications for
the employees of the probation department. The members of
the board conduct competitive examinations for persons
applying for positions on the probation staff and appoint¬
ments are made on this basis.^
The Function of the Judge
The Judge of this court is appointed by the Mayor,
confirmed by the city commissioners and serves both the
Municipal Court and the Municipal Juvenile Court. He is
chosen on the basis of his experience with children and
their problems as they relate to their particular needs.
There is a serious need for the Juvenile Court Judge to
devote his entire time to this court for an effective
program, rather than divide his time between the Municipal
Court and the Juvenile Court. The Juvenile Court Board does
not have any responsibility for his activities, but he does
work directly with the Probation Staff and under the Mayor.
This court has Jurisdiction over all cases of Juvenile
delinquency, that is, boys lander sixteen years, and girls





There is a County Juvenile Court located in the City
of Tulsa, which has jurisdiction over cases of juveniles
involving problems other than delinquency which occur within
the county limits of Tulsa. This area includes the City of
Tulsa.
The Probation Staff
The probation department is the administrative phase of
the court with the Chief Probation Officer as executive.^
The Chief Probation Officer acts also as Counselor of White
Boys along with his executive duties.
The other staff members are composed of a counselor of
Negro boys and girls, a counselor of white girls, and an
office secretary, a matron for each of the two girls’ homes
and a superintendent of a detention home for white boys.
The staff shows a definite need for the services of a
psychiatrist in the theraputic processes. The work of this
court is further handicapped by the absence of a social
worker on the staff to follow-up cases of delinquency and
aid the children to adjust themselves in the community. The
records showed that children frequently are referred to the
court on the second offense because of an ineffective follow¬
up service. The existing staff is unable to give this
service because of the large case load of the court.
^Ibld.
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All members of the staff are affiliated with the
National Probation Association. This court as a social agency
is frequently used by Schools of Social Work and College
Departments of Social Science as a field-work training center.
Detention Service of the Juvenile Court
The first special place established for the detention
care of children was in Massachusetts in 1880 by a private
children’s protective agency. The first Juvenile detention
home to be used in adjunct to a Juvenile court was establish¬
ed in Chicago in 1903,
During the last forty years much has been done
to prevent the utilization of sheriffs* homes,
police stations. Jails and the like in the effort
to keep immature offenders from criminal associations.
The enlightened policy of avoiding even the appearance
of a criminal prosecution in handling erring youth
has done much to lessen the likelihood of his
conscious or unconscious identification with
criminals and his tendency to emulate.1
The Municipal Juvenile Court operates three detention
homes, Mohawk Home for White Boys, White Girls* Receiving
Home and the Colored Girls’ Receiving Home. Foster homes
are frequently used when a particular need requires this
type of care. However, the budget does allow only a limited
Siam of money for this service.
These homes are used for temporary detention care.
When longer periods are needed for treatment the children are
^Geo. M. Lott, M. D., ’’The Juvenile Detention Home”,
Federal Probation. January-March, 1942, p, 24,
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committed by the court to one of the state training schools.
Mohawk home for white boys.—This home is operated for
the purpose of detaining those boys who need to be taken
out of their own homes for the purposes of rehabilitation.
The home has a capacity for forty boys. The largest
number of boys at the home during the year at one time was
39. There were 25 boys committed, 24 released, and on June
30, 1942 there were 14 boys.l
In addition to the regular routine activities, the boys
have access to a well-equipped work shop, gym, live stock,
for example, pigs, cows and horses. Other enterprises of
interest to these children are, attending movies, ball games,
wrestling matches, and having parties on special occasions
such as Christmas, Thanksgiving, etc. This is an effort to
make the institution a real home for the boys.
The superintendent has charge of this home and he works
directly under the supervision of the Chief Probation Officer.
A dietitian and housekeeper are also members of the Home
staff.
White girls^ receiving home.—This home was established
January 1, 1936 and was enlarged September, 1940. It is
maintained for the purpose of detaining white girls pending
the adjustment of their cases by the court.
^Qp. cit. p. 7.
^Ibid.
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One hundred and sixty-three girls were detained during
the fiscal year ending June, 1942. The average period of
detention was 10.8 days. The per capita cost of operating
this home is about ^1,34 per day.l
The activities of these girls are not as varied as the
white boys because of limited facilities. However, they do
include parties on special occasions, movies and similar
features. The Federated Women’s Club have been responsible
for refurnishing the living room, supplying the library with
several hundred books, medical supplies, clothing for the
girls and many other useful services.2
The home is operated by a matron who is assisted by
her husband. The matron works directly under the supervision
of the Counselor of White Girls,
The colored girls’ receiving home.—The Colored Federated
Women’s Club approached the Mayor of the City in the fall of
1940 relative to establishing a receiving home for colored
girls. They offered the use of their club house on North
Peoria Street for this purpose. The Mayor referred this plan
to the Juvenile Court Board, who approved the project. The
sum of $1000 was set aside as the approved budget for the Home,
Representatives of the Colored Federated ViTomen’s Club
and the Juvenile Court Board held a competitive examination




the home was opened November 15, 1940,
The girls in this home participate in few activities
excepting routine duties because of limited available
facilities and the small staff of the home. Members of the
Federated Club often serve the home as volunteer recreational
workers, but this service is not regular. These children
are permitted to attend school unless it is deemed otherwise
by the staff members. They are also permitted to go to
occasional movies, school plays, basketball and football games.
The inadequate facilities of other social agencies
causes this home to be used too frequently as a "dumping
ground" for dependent and neglected children who present no
delinquent tendencies. Of course this is contrary to the
general purpose, which is, to provide care for delinquents
or pre-delinquents until their problems are adjusted by the
court, either officially or unofficially.
Fifty-four girls were detained during the fiscal year
ending 1942. The average stay was 26.8 days and the per
capita cost per day was 93^.1 The matron of this home is
under the direct supervision of the Counselor of Negro
boys and girls.
There seems to be a very serious need for a detention
home for Negro boys, or some provisions provided for this
service for them, A limited budget provides for detention
^Ibid.
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care in boarding or foster homes for a small number of boys,
which is inadequate to care for all of them.
Wherever possible the Negro boys remain in their own
homes during the period preceding their court hearing.
However, boys involved in cases regarded by the staff members
as serious are locked in cells in a special wing of the
Juvenile Court building. This practice is used for both
white and Negro boys.
The State Training School for Negro Girls, Taft,
Oklahoma and the State Training School for Negro Boys, Boley,
Oklahoma are maintained by the state of Oklahoma for the
purpose of committing boys and girls, by county and city
courts, for training and treatment purposes. The length of
the detention care at these schools is based on the child’s
own ability to adjust himself.
CHAPTER III
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE FIFTY JUVENILE DELINQUENTS
It is necessary to examine the characteristics of the
juveniles themselves to determine what the fruit of this
familial soil is like.
Twenty of the delinquents studied were recidivists,
or had previous court records. Eighteen of the 50 children
studied were girls and the remaining Sg were hoys.
Ages of the Delinquents
The youngest age of the delinquents at first
appearance in court was eight years, while the oldest age
was seventeen. Table 1 reveals the largest number of
delinquents are between the ages of 14 and 16 years, with
25 or one-half of the children in this grouping. It was
also found that 16 were between the ages of 11 and IS
years, 6 were between 8 and 10 years, while the remaining
3 were in the age grouping between 17 and 18 years.
It has been stated by criminologists and social workers
that the ages of delinquents are sharply dropping which
means that the major delinquency problem is becoming a
youth problem. If this is true, as some indication is given
by the age groupings in this and other studies made on the
subject, the first great secret of securing an honest and law-
14
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abiding population is to cut off the supply of criminals and
delinquents from the reservoir of youth,
TABLE 1
DISTRIBUTION OF AGES AND GRADES OF DELINQUENTS
Ages
Total Grades
50 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 G* UG*
8 - 10 6 1 4
11 - 13 16 — 2 4 6 4 — «- — — —
14 - 16 25 — — * 2 8 6 2 2 1 1 2
17 - 18 3 — — — — — 1 1 1 - - - —
*G is High School Graduate
*UG is Ungraded class.
Education of the Delinquents
In considering the educational accomplishment of the
juvenile delinquents, it must be remembered that all but one
was attending school at the time the material for this study
was collected. That particular one was a high school graduate,
but was only 16 years of age.
The largest number of delinquents, which was 13, were
in the eighth grade. Seven were in the ninth grade, while
the same number were in the sixth grade. The study revealed
further that six were in the 4th grade and two were in the
ungraded class. The remaining 15 ranged in smaller numbers
in grades from the third through high school.
The ungraded class is called the Opportunity Class,
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which is located at Carver Junior High School. In a con¬
ference with the instructor it was noted that this class is
composed of students who are 13| years of age or over and
are retarded in their grades. They are usually kept in this
class three, four and sometimes five years, at which time
the majority are capable of preceding in their normal grade.
The instructor of this class stated most of the
students are highly nervous and suffer an inferiority complex
on their entrance to this class. After a period of time,
however, they usually overcome this tendency.
Over one-half or 26 of all delinquents studied were
students at Carver Junior High School. This is a new modern
school located in the area immediately following the zone of
transition, which iright have some relation to the large per¬
centage of juvenile delinquent attendance.
There is one other high school, which includes a Junior
High and elementary department in the same building. The
public school system also includes another elementary school,
Dunbar and the aforementioned Carver Junior High School.
The Catholic Church operates St. Monica Catholic School, to
which 5 of the delinquents studied went.
Dunbar Elementary School.had IQ of our delinquents
included in its enrollment, while Booker Washington High School
had 7.
The public school system provides a visiting teacher
who works with all four schools.
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The Catholic School is not included in this service,
but does have the volunteer services of the colored police¬
woman, who is a member of that church. However, this service
is considered far from adequate.
Industrial History
Although the offenders in this study are still very
young, according to their court record, many of them had
already been gainfully employed.
Those who had an occupational experience numbered 15.
The youngest one with industrial record was 8, while the
oldest child was 16 years. Only one. girl was included in
this number. She was employed in a white family home to care
for the children on Saturdays and'^fter school.
The highest proportion of the 14 boys was engaged in
the street trades, as newsboys, delivery boys and messangers.
njunking” is an expression used to conote the buying
and selling of "Junk”. The city ordinance of Tulsa requires
a license for all persons who practice this trade. This
ordinance also makes it illegal for minors under 16 years
to "Junk”.
Eight of the delinquents studied were referred to the
court on the charge of "Junking". Two of the delinquents were
referred to the court on the charge of receiving stolen
property.
Thus, the Juvenile delinquents of this group are engaged
18
largely in street trades. The dangers of such occupations
during the years of puberty have been conunented on intensively
by noted authors in this field.^
Anti-social attitudes, petty forms of misconduct leading
gradually into more serious ones—gambling, sex practices,
the acquisition of anti-social cultural traditions—these
are only a few of the possibilities of the imcontrolled street
life of boys eager to express themselves and impress their
fellows. If the lure of the streets and the standards and
conduct which it naturally stimulates are not counteracted
by organized supervised recreational facilities, petty
violations of the social code may gradually lead to more serious
forms of misconduct and eventually to contact with police and
court record. The process is illustrated in many a case history.
Nature of Spare-Time Activities
It is particularly important that children should have
decent and constructive leisure time outlets. For not only
does this help to keep them from forming undesirable habits
and companionships, but it affords a means for the much
needed expenditure of youthful energy.
In the 50 cases studied, only 3 had used their leisure
time constructively; 10 had used it negatively and the large
number of 37 had used it harmfully.
^Breckenridge and Abbott, The Delinquent Child and the
Home (New York, 1912) , p. 74,
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Constructive use of leisure implies membership
in carefully supervised clubs or organizations, or
activities for self-development such as attending
night school and the like. It also means freedom
from criminalistic habits of any kind. Negative
use means no indulgence in harmful activities,
though no wholesome use of leisure, and freedom
from criminalistic habits. By harmful use is
meant pronounced bad habits and associations, and
indulgence in any recreation which may lead to
delinquency, such as hanging about the streets,
gambling, and the like.l
Tulsa maintains three parks for Negroes—Lincoln and
Greenwood Parks and a reserved section of Mohawk, which is a
park for whites. There is a regular full time worker at
Lincoln Park while WPA workers were used in all parks during
the summer months. There are playgrounds at Lincoln and
Greenwood parks, which have been supervised by WPA workers.
The equipment includes, wading pools, one swimming pool,
baseball diamond, softball fields, four tennis courts and
picnic facilities.
There is a comm\inity center maintained by the city and
staffed by one worker and WPA assistants. Their activities
consist mainly of games and crafts.
Other recreational facilities are the public library
with its Story Hour and Book Club; YJJCk Branch located in
a separate building with an executive secretary; YMCA Branch
at the present time operating at Booker Washington High school,
with an executive secretary; five troops of Girl Scouts and
^Glueck & Glueck, One Thousand Juvenile Delinquents
(Cambridge, 1939),p. 68.
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ten troops of Boy Scouts.
The commercialized centers are composed of three public
dance halls, four pool rooms, five night clubs, two motion
picture houses and four recreational parlors.
Closely related to the foregoing is the fact that a
larger percentage of these delinquents had never been
absorbed into organized programs for the worthy use of leisure
time. Of the fifty cases, S5 had never belonged to supervised
clubs as the YMCA, Boy Scouts, Hi-Y, Girl Reserves, Church
clubs, or community center groups. At the time of the
particular arrest, which was followed by an investigation, 15
of the delinquents belonged to such groups.
Physical and Mental Conditions
These facts were available in all cases studied. It was
revealed that at the time of the referral, 25 were in sound
physical condition; fifteen were in fair health; and ten were in
poor health.
Delinquents in sound physical condition are those
whose general development was good and who had only
minor ailments which did not directly interfere with
their activities, such as carious teeth, defects of
nose and throat and the like. Youngsters in fair
conditions are those whose general development was
found to be poor, but who showed no evidence of
disease or serious handicap. A child was classified
as being in poor condition if he had any serious
physical disease, handicap, or deficiency, such as




Most of the ten in poor health, upon examination by the
City Health Department, were found to be infected with some
form of veneral disease. They received treatment from that
department.
The staff of the Municipal Juvenile Court does not include
the services of a psychiatrist, hence the mental conditions
of these delinquents were not carefully analyzed. However,
the public schools of the city give tests to the students
to determine their I.Q. This information is given the juvenile
court upon their request. The I.Q. of the fifty delinquents
studied ranged from 58 to 110.
Twenty were found to be emotionally unstable by the
juvenile court staff, while 15 were fairly emotionally stable,
and 15 were considered emotionally well balanced.
It is the practice of the court to note the habits
developed in the lives of juvenile delinquents which in the
staff’s opinion are subversive of proper development.
Their habits included using profane language, constantly
fighting, indulging in hetrosexual and homosexual practices,
attending movies frequently, constantly lying, drinking,
smoking cigarettes, truanting school, loitering around beer
parlors, pool rooms and railroad tracks.
Their talents, which were recorded, included drawing,
playing the piano, sewing and in one instance unusual
leadership ability.
summary.—A large number of the delinquents studied were
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referred to the juvenile court because of incidents that
evolved from an occupational experience. These occupations
which had a direct relation to delinquency were, street trades
and jobs in beer parlors and pool rooms. Some effort should
be made on the part of influential Interested citizens to
prevent children under 16 years from occupations of this type.
Group work and recreational programs should be evaluated
to meet the needs and interests of a larger number of these
children. This study showed that only a small number of the
delinquent juveniles were affiliated with such organizations.
CHAPTER IV
ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS INFLUENCING JUVENILE DELINQUENCY
The Influence of Broken Homes
It has frequently been said that desertion is the poor
man’s divorce, but one social worker of experience says that
in her judgment desertion, instead of being a poor man’s
divorce comes nearer to being a poor man’s vacation.! There
are many contributory factors that cause a husband to desert
his family. Some of these are, being out of work and going
elsewhere to find employment, infatuation with another woman,
mental deficiency, faults in early training, difference in
background, wrong basis of marriage, lack of education, sex
incompatibility and many others. Usually desertion is itself
only a symptom of some more deeply seated trouble in the
family struct\ire. The factors listed above are contributory
factors in marital unhappiness and therefore in desertion.
The real factors probably go deeper than these, but appear
on the surface in the preceding problems.
The primary institution is the home. If this istitu-
tion is disorganized, children in these homes are usually
torn by conflicts of loyalty between parents. Some of the
basic needs of all children are, affection, security,
recognition and adventure. One can readily see that very
^Joanna C. Colcord, Broken Homes (New York, 191G),p. 8.
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little security can be obtained in a disorganized home.
Disorganization in the fJegro family is usually traced
back to slavery days.^ Slavery influenced the disruption of
these families by prohibiting legal marriages, legal bringing
up and the control of the children. At that time families
usually lived in small cabins which afforded very little, if
any privacy. The mother of the family worked most of the day,
hence she had only a brief period to spend with her children.
Usually when the opportunity presented itself the father of
the slave family escaped to the north, often severing all
connections with his family. This left the sole responsibility
of the children with the mother. The mother was unable to
give her children the training that was necessary to develop
normally because she worked most of the time.
When slavery was abolished, there was a carry-over of
slave pactices in family life among Negroes. The father
continued to desert the family and left the responsibility of
the children to the mother. She was forced to spend long
hours working for meager wages to support her family to meet
this responsibility. The children lacked parental supervision
and frequently got into trouble because of this well known
factor.
Without for the moment passing judgment on the extent
to which family life and broken homes are responsible for the
^E. Franklin Frazier, The Negro In Chicago (Chicago,
1939), p. 46.
25
development of delinquent trends in the child, let us consider
the fsunily, as the primary social unit, as the earliest and
closest relationship from which the career emerges.
The phrase "bringing up the child" conotes, above all,
the shaping of behavior patterns by the family,1
If we would really understand why delinquency or crime
is a mode of human behavior, we must include the general
underlying motives of conduct in the summing-up of causes.
The specific reations of the individual are primarily due to
influences arising from formative experiences or conditioning
in early family life, as shown by many studies made in this
field. It has been shown that broken homes have a definite
relationship to the causes of delinquency, if not directly
linked with the causes,
A normal family in a certain sense of the word, is one
in which the mother and father are both living in the home.
Only twelve children, out of the total number of fifty cases
studied from the Tulsa Juvenile Court file, lived in a home
where both parents were residing. This means that less than
one-fourth of thetbtal number came from normal family homes.
The study shows further that thirteen, the largest
portion, lived with their mother only. This procedure, as has
been stated previously, might be a carry over from slave
practices, i. e., the mother taking the sole responsibility
%ealy and Bronner, New Light On Delinquency and Its




COMPOSITION OF FAMILY GROUPS




Mother and father 12
Mother only 13
Father only £
Mother and stepfather 3







Table £ will show that five of the children lived with
a grandmother, four with father and stepmother, three with
mother and stepfather, and the others in fewer numbers living
with remaining members of the family group.
Comparing these figures with another recent study made
of the families of 153 juvenile delinquents, it was found
that 65.5 percent, or more than half of the total number,
lived in homes with both parents; 1.5 percent lived with
neither parent; 10.0 percent had father dead; 6.0 percent had
mother dead; 15.0 percent had parents separated or divorced;
5.0 percent were illegitimate children; 1£.0 percent lived
with step-parent; and 6.0 percent were living in foster or
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adoptive homes.^ These families were composed of mixed
nationalities and were not confined to one particular race.
Housing Condition of Families
Bad housing does not automatically or inevitably produce
delinquents, but it is one of the major factors in warping
the lives of the young and bringing them in conflict with
society.
Good housing calls for a ratio of one person to a room,
counting all rooms: five persons, five rooms, which includes
the living room, kitchen, bath and two bedrooms.2
Bad housing, of course, cannot be divorced from bad
neighborhoods, the two go together. One could hardly hope
to cut down delinquency by rebuilding a house or two. But
when whole neighborhoods are rebuilt, giving children as well
as older people, opportunities for more wholesome living, the
amount of crime is appreciably cut down. Delinquency and
crime cannot be blamed on ”bad plaster and mortar" alone,
for bad associates also contribute to character disintegration.
But bad associates, who may seem to be the primary factor in
delinquency, are themselves the product of overcrowding and
congested housing. Where adequate housing and suitable
recreational facilities—parks, playgrounds, swimming pools,
libraries—are available, antisocial behavior diminishes.3
^Ibid p. 35.




This fact is further shown by a survey of the relation
between housing and delinquency \mdertaken in 1936 by the
State of New Jersey, The New Jersey study analyzed the
housing condition under which £,0£0 individuals confined to
state penal and correctional institutions were living
immediately prior to their commitment.
The survey finds that those members of society who
become delinquent live under markedly less favorable con¬
ditions than does the general population. Greatly overcrowded
homes are especially prevalent—homes in which little privacy
is possible for any member of the family, in which the tension
of every day life must be exaggerated, and which tend to
drive away from the home, particularly the younger members
of the family group, who need space and freedom for their
normal activities.
Somewhat less tangible but of unquestioned signi¬
ficance is the affect of the home discomforts upon the
conduct of the individual. To return from school or
from the day*s work to a dwelling of three or four
dark, malodorus, and crowded rooms, invaded by the
noises of brawling neighbors. Crying children, and the
rumbling of passing traffic, and then to find nothing
of beauty or cheer, no convenient place to read or play
or entertain one’s friends, is likely to lead either to
sullen indolence or the profound discontent. Escape is
possible, however, for those whose spirit is not yet
broken. It is the usual recourse of the adolescent
boy or girl, if not the parents. So from the physical
and mental suffocation of the tenement they thrust
themselves upon the streets and into the excitements
which the night life of the city may offer to persons
of their interests and backgrounds. This "expulsive
factor" of bad housing drives the individual to the
streets, where he may be confronted by evil influences.
Reduced as he is in physical and moral resistance by
the condition of the dwelling which he calls "home".
29
and obsessed with a justifiable desire for gaiety and
adventure and release from the thralldom of intolerable
circumstances, it is scarcely strange if he succumbs
to moral hazard_s and becomes involved in socially
undesirable or antisocial activity,1
If housing had nothing to do with delinquency, then
one would expect that delinquents would come from homes much
like the average for the population as a whole. Instead,
the Newark survey referred to previously in this study,
disclosed these facts: while 80 percent of the total population
of Newark was adequately housed, ohly 40 percent of the
delinquents* homes were adequate. Again, while only 19 percent
of the total population lived in crowded houses, as many as
40 percent of the delinquents came from crowded dwellings.
Furthermore, while only a little more than 1 percent of the
total population lived in congested quarters, almost 20 percent
of the delinquents came from such dwellings,2
No community need be surprised when children from these
crowded homes appear in juvenile courts.
Table 3, on the next page, discloses that in one family
11 people lived in a three room dwelling, while in another
family 7 people lived in a one room structure. The table
further shows that only 21 families of the total 50 were
adequately housed, that is, as it relates to crowding. As
1James Ford, Katherine Morrow and Geo, N, Thompson, Slums
and Housing (Cambridge, Mass, 1936),p, 424.
^Schnapper, Qp, cit. p. 23.
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forestated, good housing is a ratio of one person to a room,
counting all rooms. If this is true, 29 of the children in¬
cluded in this survey came from congested and overcrowded
houses. In many instances the entire family slept, dressed
and ate all in the same room. This practice, of course,
afforded no privacy for members of the family,
TABLE 3
NUMBER OF FAMILIES LIVING IN CROTOED DWELLINGS
Number of rooms Total Number of People Residing in
in dwelling Number Dwelling
50 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Seven rooms 2 1 — — — 1 — —
Six n 3 — — 1 1 - 1 — — — —
Fivw « 6 — 1 1 - 1 — —
Four n 13 2 3 4 1 1 1 1 — —
Three n 18 4 4 4 1 3 - — 1 1
Two Tt 4 — 2 2 — — ...
One n 4 3 - 1
It was found that many of these homes were in a deplorable
run-down condition and were without indoor bathing or toilet
facilities on visits to the homes of the 21 adequately housed.
In the study made by Healy and Bronner referred to
previously, of 153 delinquent children 44 percent came from
unduly crowded home conditions, which is not quite half of
the total number studied. Most of these children came from
very poor neighborhoods as might be indicated by these figures.l
^On. cit. p, 34.
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Cities tend to develop in a circular pattern because
of the tendency to lay out streets on girdiron fashion,1 The
center of a city is usually the business area and is sometime
called the area of transition. Usually the lower economic
class of people tend to settle near this area in order to
be nearer places of employment. Frequently the apartments
and rooming houses are rented cheaper than in a zone farther
out from the center of the city,
Frazier says that more stable families tend to live
away from cities and unstable families in the zone of
transition,2
Slum is defined by the Housing Act of 1937 as any area
where dwellings predominate which by means of delapidation,
overcrowding, faulty arrangements, lack of ventilations,
light or sanitation facilities, or any combination of these
factors are detrimental to. safety, health or morals,3
The total population of the city of Tulsa is 141,258
and covers 22 square miles. North Tulsa, to which the Negro
population of 15,203 is restricted, covers four square miles.
Almost one-half of the total number of children studied lived
near the area of transition in North Tulsa, The dwellings
in which they reside, are characterized by overcrowding,
inadequate water supply, poor toilet and bathing facilities
and substandard structures. Frequently, there is only a
^Ford, Morrow and Thompson, op, cid, p, 345.
^On, clt. p. 135.
^Schnapper, op, clt. p, 36.
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limited degree of privacy permitted by dwellings of this type.
The area immediately surrounding the transition zone of
North Tulsa is commonly considered a slum area in that
community. Children living here have very little opportunity
to develop into useful and worthwhile adults. There have
been several murders and frequent fights in the neighborhood,
which gives it a ”bad reputation”, as repeatedly stated by
interested citizens. This area is known to be conducive to
the delinquency of juveniles.
Case 1 Illustrates the effects of this neighborhood
on pre-delinquency.
Case 1
Louise, age 12, is next to the oldest child in a
family of seven. She has a sister, Gloria, age 14,
who was referred to the court at the same time. These
girls are illegimate children of the mother by different
fathers. The other members of the family include Jack,
age 8, Jim 3, and Dorothy Jo, 1; also mother and step¬
father. The entire family live in.a one room apartment
in the rear of an imused store. They rent this room
for a sum of fifty cents per week. The room is furnished
with only bare necessities and always appears dirty and
untidy. There is only one bed, in which mother and Betty
Jo sleep. The remainder of the family, including step¬
father, sleep on pallets on the floor and on top of the
trunk. There is a small stove that is used for cooking
and heating purposes. All cooking, eating, sleeping,
bathing and other activities are carried on in this room.
Louise and Gloria frequently complained to their school
teachers that stepfather often came in the room while
they bathed. He drinks frequently and abuses his family.
However, he shows a preference for Louise, who is the
most attractive member of the family. The school
principal referred these girls to the court on a pre¬
delinquent complaint. He was cognizant of their
environment which he believed was conducive to delinquency.
It was revealed in an interview with the mother that Gloria
seldom came home immediately following her dismissal from
school in the afternoons. She always played or visited
with other girls for several houBs. When she was questioned
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about this practice, she merely replied she "hated
going home". The two oldest children were placed
in the Girls Receiving Home, with mother♦s consent,
until the family could make adequate living arrangements.
The girls remained in the cottage six months. At
this time their family moved across the street in the
same neighborhood. They were assisted by a local
relief agency with the rent. This house had only two
rooms, but was as deplorable as the former. Mother
and stepfather feared the girls would "get above them"
if they were allowed to remain away from their home
any longer, and requested their return, which was
granted. This action was taken because the Cottage
was crowded and the facilities of the juvenile court
were so limited that they were unable to carry this
case, unofficially, any longer.
The question is frequently asked, what is the cause of
bad housing? The answer is simple, people cannot afford to
live in good homes. The chief reason for poor housing is the
low income of many American families, especially the Negro
families, which does not permit the payment of rents which
would provide good housing.
Bad housing does not directly cause crime and delinquency,
but, as previously stated, it tends to destroy character and
frustrate life which aids in the development of it.l
Home Ownership
The increase in home ownership since emancipation has
been an indication of the growing stability of the Negro family.
From 1890 to 1900 there was an increase of 3 percent in the
number of Negro families owning their homes.2
Ischnapper, op. cit. p, 37
Sprazier, op. cit. p, 63,
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The stiidy revealed that 15 of the total number of 50
families studied, owned their homes. This might be attributed
to the fact that they purchased them during the wboom" period,
but definite information concerning this point was not
obtained. Thirty-two families rented homes and two rented
rooms in a rooming house. The remaining one family lived
in servant quarters, hence they were not obligated to pay
rent. The landlords permitted the homes to deteriorate
until many of them were unfit for human habitation because of
the inability of these families to pay an adequate amount of
rent.
It disclosed further that over one-half of all families
lived either in rented houses or rooms, while only a little
over one-third lived in owned homes.
Occupational Status of Heads of Families
During the period following the first World War, Tulsa
was known as an «oil booming city” and earned for itself the
title of the ”oil capital of the world.”1
Negroes migrated to the city from surrounding states and
small rural communities seeking employment and easy money.
Most of them came from farms, which was the only type of
occupation they were familiar. Their education was limited
and because of this factor the masses were given ^obs as
common laborers in the oil fields. Income from this employ-
llnterracial Committee of the YWCA, Some Facts on Negro
Tulsa (Tulsa, Oklahoma 1938), p. 2.
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merit was fairly adequate and the families joined their
husbands and fathers in their new homes in wboom town”.
The depression of 1929 and the decline in the oil industry
forced large numbers of Negro families out of employment,
llany families were compelled to obtain relief from social
agencies for the first time. In numerous instances fathers
left Tulsa to seek jobs in other cities and states. Frequently
they hesitated to send for their families and often severed
the connections completely,
TABLE 4
OCCUPATIONAL STATUS AND INCOME OF FAMILIES
Total Range of Monthly Income
Type of Occupation 50 iO-24 S25-49 i^50-74 !^75- 99 SlOO
Janitor 5 — — 1 4
Maid 9 1 8 — *
Bootlegger and Gambler
service Station
2 — — — — 2
Attendant 2 — — — 1 1
Laborer 3 — — 2 1 —
Day work 6 — 6 — — —
Relief-ADC, OAA, V.TA 13 1 10 2 *
Missionary 1 — - - — 1
Waitor 1 — — — — 1
Minister 1 — — 1 — —
Yardman 1 — — 1 - —
Carpenter 1 - - — - 1
Contractor 1 — - - — 1
Cook 1 — 1 — — —
Engineer 1 — - - - 1
Projectional Worker .1 - - - - 1
Tailor 1 - - - - 1
Table 4 shows that only 5 heads of families out of the
total number of 50 were either skilled or professional workers
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These workers included 1 carpenter, 1 contractor, 1 engineer,
2 ministers and 1 tailor. It is further noted from the table
that the greater number of people are in the unskilled workers
classification.
At the time this study was made none of the families studied
were directly affected by the war, that is, having a member in
the armed services. There is not an army camp located in the
immediate vicinity of Tulsa. However, a bomber plant and an
aircraft factory were in the process of being built at that
time. When completed these factories should afford employment
to many thousands of people, including Negroes.
The table Includes 9 maids, 6 day workers, and families
receiving either general relief, ADC, OAA or employed by WPA.
Twenty-four of the workers were mothers, who as either
heads of households or to supplement the income of the heads
of the house, left the home and the children to obtain
employment.
Sixteen of the 24 mothers worked as maids, day workers
and as cooks. The hours away from their own homes in this
type of employment ranged from 7;30 A. M. to 8 or 8;30 in
the evenings. Thursday afternoon was the only afternoon
allowed them away from their jobs.
This means that in 24 families the parents were away from
home from the early morning ho\irs until their children were
making preparations for retirement at night. They were so busy
trying to provide the three primary essentials for living.
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namely, food, clothing and shelter, xmtil they overlooked the
fact that they were denying their children the greatest
necessity of all, i, e., parental love, supervision and training.
Various cases have been referred to the court by parents
who complained their children"truant"from school and frequently
nabsent"themselves from home long hours without their whereabouts
being revealed. This is illustrated in case 2.
Case 2
Tommy, age 10, was referred to the juvenile court
by his parents for constantly running away from home
and truanting school. His family was composed of a
brother, age 19 years, a sister, age 11 and his father
and mother. Their home is fairly good and located in
a good neighborhood. Father and mother both work away
from the home. They leave for their employment early
in the morning before the children are awake and return
late at night when the children are preparing for bed.
These children receive no direct parental supervision
either before going to school, nor when they return in
the afternoon. Tommy started associating with older
boys and seldom went to school. When he first ran away
from home, father had him picked up by the policewoman,
who found him hiding in a dark stairway of a questionable
hotel. He was transferred to the juvenile court and
and hfter a hearing was placed on probation. His parents
were advised by the court judge to give more supervision
and attention to their children. The mother was advised
also to discontinue her job and stay at home with the
children. She refused to do this as she thought her
money from her salary was needed. A week later father
called the probation officer and reported Tommy had
been gone a week and they did not know his whereabouts.
The boy was located and placed in a foster home for
detention care until a second court hearing. In the
foster home he made no attempt to run away and was very
fond of foster mother. At the court hearing it was
decided by the judge, for the boy’s best interest, to
place him in the State Training School for Negro boys.
It was felt that a foster home in Tulsa would have been
a better solution to this child’s problems, but because
of a limited budget, this was impossible. Tommy has
made a very good record at the Training School where he
is a favorite with both children and staff members.
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The Aid to Dependent Children Benefits of the Federal
Social Security Act, has done much to assist mothers to remain
in their own homes and supervise their children. Ten of the
families studied were receiving this benefit. It was often
found inadequate, however, and the mothers frequently worked
one or two days per week to supplement this amount.
At an early age the boys and girls of these low income
families sought employment after school and on Saturdays to
provide themselves with necessities their parents were unable
to afford. The boys usually worked in grocery and drug
stores as delivery boys or in pool rooms and hotels. The
latter two places of employment were often conducive to
delinquency in various forms. For example, one boy, age 15,
who worked in a hotel after school was sent on an errand by
a guest to "pick up” a package at a local ”joint”. While the
boy was waiting to receive the package, the police raided the
place and he was taken to jail and transferred later to the
juvenile authorities for frequenting a place of questionable
character.
It has been found that many boys who are forced to work
late evenings, sleep during class time in school and consequently
fall in their grade. They often become discouraged and when
they reach the age of 16, frequently drop out of school perman¬
ently.
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Special Factors In The Famil7 Background Causing Delinquency
Reference has previously been made to the stability,
housing and occupational status of the families studied. There
are additional factors in the family background that should be
considered in its relation to the causes of delinquency among
children.
TABLE 5





Finished 3rd grade 1
n 4th n 11
ti 5 th n 1
n 6th n 3
n 7th ti 3
n 8th tt 7
n 9 th n 2
tf 10th ft 8
n 11th tf 1
n 12th t! 4
n Junior College 1
It was revealed that 8 of the parents were illiterate
and 11 had finished the fourth grade only. Table 5 shows
further that only 4 parents completed high school and only
1 finished Junior College. The other 24, in smaller numbers,
ranged in grades between the third and twelfth grades.
The city schools of Tulsa provide free education for
adults through the 12th grade, although according to the juvenile
40
court records, none of the families studied who had not
completed high school previously, availed themselves of this
opportunity.
It may he assumed that the extent of formal education
of parents plays some role, however unmeasurable, in the
upbringing of children,^
Both parents were Protestant in 39 cases, 2 were Catholic,
while 9 did not profess any religious faith. In the general
Negro population of Tulsa it has been found that the greater
numbers of people are members of the Protestant churches.
TABLE 6
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION OF PARENTS
Religious status
Total Type of Attendance
50 Regular Irregular None
Projiestant 39 25 14
Catholic 2 1 1 -
None 9 - 9
Table 6 discloses further that 26 attended church regularly,
fifteen had-irregular attendance while 9 did not attend.
Closely associated with the foregoing considerations is
that of the moral standards in the homes in which juveniles
are reared.
Criminal records for the families of the delinquent children
were found to be present in a great extent.














Families with criminal record (’court) 27
There was an official criminal record for parents or
siblings or both in 23 cases of the 50 case studies. In
addition, according to the case records studied, there was
criminality among parents or siblings of the juvenile delinquents
which had been unofficially dealt with in 8 families. Therefore
31 of the families involved, contained members other than
the Juvenile himself, who were delinquent or criminal.
It is readily seen that in such a soil as this Juvenile
delinquency should thrive.
Perhaps more important than even socio-economic conditions
are the psychological patternings of a family group.^
The first point to be considered is the relationship of
the parents of the Juveniles to each other. This information
was available in 23 of the 50 families involved. Of this
number, 11 could be classified as maintaining a socially healthy
relationship^ 9 as fair; and 3 as socially unhealthy.
llbid p. 73
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A socially healthy relationship of the parents means
that they are living together congenially; a fair
relationship implies gross incompatibility but without
open break; a socially unhealthy relationship is re¬
flected in separation, divorce or desertion,^
Another factor in the family picture is that of the
parent-child relationship. Considering the 50 cases, it was
determined that in 25 cases the relationship was wholesome;
fair in 15 and unwholesome in 10 cases.
A wholesome relationship between parent- and child
is one of affection and kindness; a fair relationship
implies mutual indifference in attitude; while an
unwholesome relationship means lack of affection,
much quarrelling, and even hostility,2
Parental discipline is important in the structure of
familial interrelationships, however, the court records that
were used as a basis of this study did not reveal the forms
of discipline other than those forms used in extreme degrees
in certain cases. In the cases where extreme methods of
punishment were used a family guidance clinic is indicated,
to which perplexed parents may turn for assistance in the
fundamentals of child rearing.
Summary.—There are a large ninnber of families in Tulsa
living in crowded and substandard dwellings. This condition
has a direct relationship to the causes of juvenile delinquency.
The area immediately following the zone of transition in North
Tulsa is conducive to delinquency because of its questionable
character. Over one-half of the delinquents studied lived in




character and the development of delinquent tendencies.
CHAPTER V
TYPES OF OFFENSES COMMITTED BY DELINQUENTS
This discussion leads to a consideration of the anti¬
social behavior of the delinquents, embracing not only mis¬
conduct officially recognized by the police and the courts,
but other forms of misbehavior with which the law might deal
or which is definitely indicative of delinquency. This
naturally includes any undesirable conduct in school, for it
is in the forum of the school that the developing child first
meets with the constituted authorities and must make his first
difficult adjustments to the realities of social life outside
the home.
The study revealed that 15 case referrals to the Juvenile
court were made by the police department, while parents and
other members of the family made referrals in IS instances.
It was further shown that the schools referred 7 cases, while
all others were referred in smaller proportion by interested
individuals, the U. S. Commissioner and the County Probation
Officer.
According to the court records, it was revealed that the
various forms of misbehavior Indulged in by the children
before court referrals included, running away from home, truancy
from school, illegitimate hetrosexual experiences, homosexual
experiences, high temperedness, stealing and repeated disobedience.
These facts indicate how vital is the need of an under¬
standing attitude on the part of the police toward Juvenile
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delinquents in early contacts with them. It has already been
stated that 15 of the referrals were made by the police
department.
The police should not attempt to handle unofficially
cases of juvenile delinquency after the child has been
taken into custody. Police authorities should not be
empowered to place children on unofficial probation
without referring them to the court.1
It is usually from police that young delinquents gain
their first impressions of the alms, methods, and fairness
or arbitrariness of society's legal officials and processes.
Contact with older or adult criminals should be avoided.
The Children Who Steal
The study revealed that 12 of the children were referred
for stealing in some form. The largest proportion of delinquents
are in this classification, A large incidence of the children
steal from the 5^ and 10^ stores, while others steal property
from private homes, such as guns, milk bottles, bicycles,
clothing and even more valued articles.
Children have frequently stolen articles to satisfy
deeply rooted needs. These needs must first be identified
and satisfied in some form before stealing is stopped entirely.
In some instances it has been thought the low income of
many of the families might have a relation to,the cause of
stealing. In many families only the bare necessities were
^Proceedings of the Regional Conference on Juvenile
Delinquency called by the U. S. Childrens Bureau Atlanta,
Ga., March 26-27, 1934.
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included in the family budget.
TABLE 8
TYPES OF DELINQUENCY COMMITTED BY CHILDREN
Total
Type of Delinquency 50
Assult 3
Assuit and Battery 1
Attempted rape and disturbing the peace 1
Burglary 1
Conjoint burglary 1
Disturbing the peace 2
Dependency and neglected 5





Incorrigible, runaway and immoral conduct 2
Immoral conduct 2
Incorrigible, runaway and theft 1
Larceny 5
Possession of stolen property 1
Rianaway and Incorrigible 1
Runaway, larceny and burglary 1
Runaway 1
Slander 1




Tampering city property 1
Sexual Offenses
The bearing of matters of sex upon type of conduct not
at all sexual which brings a boy or girl before the court is
plainly shown by the fact that when sexual impulses are indulged,
other delinquencies usually follow in their wake.l
%illiam Healy, Reconstructing Youth and Behavior (New York
1931),p. 42.
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It was found to be true, particularly in the cases of
girls who stayed out all night, ran away, practiced stealing,
were rebellious against home and school discipline, one or
all of which might be related to the sexual experience.
It is also known that in the cases of both boys and
girls the struggle against sexual urge or mental conflict
about sexual ideas may lead to very definite outbreaks of
delinquency, or, on the other hand, to some other form of
delinquency, such as truancy, staying away from home or
associating with bad companions in stealing enterprises. Not
infrequently these result in bringing about most undesirable
knowledge of sex and sexual misbehavior, which complicates the
whole situation.
In this study there was found 8 cases involving sexual
offenses. Only 3 of this number were boys, which indicates
that sexual proclinities of boys find expression most frequently
otherwise than by intercourse, or they don’t get caught.
Two of the three boys under this heading were involved in
homosexual relations, while the remaining boy was accused of
attempted rape. Four of the girls were accused of having
sexual intercourse, while the remaining girl was referred to
the court on a charge of Incestuous relations with her father.
It has been revealed that girls frequently have inter¬
course for small sums of money. This is portrayed in the
case of Irene A.
Case 3
Irene, age 13, lived in a rented garage apartment
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with her mother, stepfather and younger sister. There
was considerable friction between the sister and Irene,
the latter felt her parents were partial to the sister.
Irene and her mother were both high tempered and en¬
gaged in frequent quarrels. Stepfather beat and abused
Irene and often tried to have intercourse with her.
She was in the 6th grade and had a passive attitude
toward school and life in general. After running away
from home twice within the same month, Irene was re¬
ferred to the juvenile court. When questioned by the
probation officer, she admitted spending a considerable
amount of time in "juke joints” and drinking beer and
whiskey. She further acknowledged the fact that she
had stayed in a hotel with a man whom she only met
on the street and had Intercourse with him. For this
act she stated he gave her a quarter. She was placed
in the Receiving Cottage until further adjustments
could be made. During this period she ran away from
the cottage, and was later picked up by the probation
officer. During the time she was absent from the
. cottage she stated she had intercourse for ten cents
and sometimes for twenty-five cents. One of the men
whom she had contacted was found to have syphilis,
Irene was given a physical examination which included
a blood test and was found to be infected with syphilis.
She was committed to the State Training School for Negro
Girls where she was treated for that infection.
In this case there is an illustration of a disorganized
home and attempts on the part of the stepfather to have
relations with the child. There does not exist a bond in the
family, in fact, each member is left primarily to his own
interests, which bear no relation to the family as a group.
There also existed poor cooperation and a passive attitude
on the part of the delinquent’s parent toward her and the
problem. This attitude was found to be existing in many of the
families studied.
The writer was not able to ascertain from the court
records to what extent the fifty children studied were taught
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sex education by their parents or members of the family. But
it was assumed that very little material, if any, was given
them because of ignorance on the part of the parent and because
of the general concensus of opinion among the average Negro
parent about the subject of »»sex". We must also remember 24
families have both parents away from home working from 12 to
14 hours per day. This leaves only a limited time for such
instruction. It was also learned that the city school system
does not offer courses in sex education in the schools, hence,
most of the children are deprived of this all Important
information.
What really constitutes a sexual offense? The answer is
not easy for there may be various conceptions or forms of be¬
havior and of the extent to which they should be denominated
by delinquency.!
The Runaway Delinquent Child
There is a great variation in the seriousness of the
offense, as well as in the original causations and in the
tendency to repeat this form of delinquency. There is the
little boy who succeeds in getting much attention and gen¬
erally in having a good time, on his expeditions. He is
more or less venturesome and fearless, else he would not
leave the shelter of his own home, however poor it might be.
Such a boy is often found going on foot, by train or motor




In the case of older boys and girls the causation was
viewed from a different standpoint. There was spirit of
adventure, rebellion against home conditions, dissatisfaction
with school life, a desire for independence, fear of discipline
and numerous others as revealed by the case records studied.
Very often other types of delinquency complicated the picture;
the girls may be sexually delinquent and desire greater free¬
dom for expression of their sexual life as illustrated in
case 3. With boys and girls, stealing is a frequent accom¬
paniment to running away, sometimes in order to finance the
expedition.
Six of the children studied were referred because of
constantly running away from home. An examination of the
records of each revealed that all six lived in unfavorable
home surroundings, and the majority feared either one or both
parents and ran away from home to escape severe corporal
punishment. In one instance the father whipped his son after
each absence, but the child continued to run away. He often
stayed for long intervals, living in box cars, hotel hallways
and under doorsteps. He showed a preference for that type
of existence rather than face his father♦s whippings.
The Pre-Delinquent Child
The pre-delinquent child is considered by the court as
that child, who for certain reasons, showed delinquent tendencies
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but had not committed any delinquent acts. These children
were usually the victims of unwholesome environments and
were referred to the court by schools and interested individuals.
It has been the aim of the court to cooperate with other
interested agencies, unofficially, in removing the prevailing
factors that are conducive to delinquency in such cases.
Five of the fifty children were referred to the court
as pre-delinquents. In most instances it was necessary to
remove them from their immediate surroundings and place them
in the Receiving Cottage for Girls or in foster homes. In
one Instance, a boy age 12, was sent at his own request to
Father Flannigan*s School for Boys, Omaha, Nebraska, where he
has made an excellent adjustment according to school officials
there.
More emphasis is being placed on preventive treatment
than formerly, and it is felt that there will be a sharp de¬
cline in juvenile delinquency because of preventive therapy.
Miscellaneous Types of Delinquencies
Other forms of offenses referred to the court were,
Assult and Battery, Disturbing the Peace, Destroying Property,
Gambling, Incorrigibility, Intoxication, Indulgence in Street
Trades, Tampering City Property and Slandering.
The above types occurred less frequently than the forms
of delinquencies discussed under separate headings, as shown
by Table 8. In some instances they were considered minor
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offenses and adjusted by the staff members out of court.
Perhaps it is self-evident from this that many of these
offenses are merely outward expressions of underlying con¬




This study was made primarily to give an insight into
some of the factors that cause Negro children, especially, to
become delinquent. While it is far from being inclusive
because of the limited number of cases studied, it does give
a general picture of some of the barriers which must be
overcome if these children are to develop normally into useful
citizens.
The evaluation of the Municipal Juvenile Court, Tulsa,
Oklahoma was not the purpose of this study, however, it was
necesary in some instances to cite certain practices which
were or were not in accord with standard Juvenile court pro¬
cedure. This was done to show the relationship of the
treatment facilities available to the delinquents and their
reaction to them. In some cases it was thought the limited
court facilities handicapped rather than aided the children
referred, while in other instances they were helped by the
treatment processes.
The following facts vrere revealed;
1. One-half, or 25, of the 50 children studied was
in the age range of 14 and 16 years. The greater number of
them, 13, were in the 8th grade. Eighteen of the 50 children
were girls and 32 were boys. Twenty of the 50 children were
recidivists.
2. Fifteen of the children had occupational experiences
53
54
which were the direct cause of anti-social behavior among
10 of the 15 cases.S.Only 3 of the children spent their leisure time in
constructive activities such as supervised organized club
groups, while 37 used their time harmful such as gambling
and frequenting "juice joints". Thirty-five of the 50
delinquents had never belonged to supervised clubs or groups.
4. Twenty-five of the delinquents were in soiand
physical health, 15 in fair health and 10 were in poor health.
The majority of the 10 suffering with poor health were found
to have veneral disease. The court is handicapped by the
absence of a psychiatrist on the staff. The mental condition
of the children were not. carefully analyzed because of this
factor.
5. Only 12 of the 50 children lived in homes where both
parents resided. The others resided with one parent, step¬
parent or other members of the immediate family.
6. Twenty-nine of the 50 children came from over¬
crowded dwellings. In one instance a family composed of 7
members lived in three rooms. Over one-half of the children
resided in the area of Tulsa Immediately following the zone
of transition. This area is characterized by overcrowding,
inadequate water supply, poor toilet and bathing facilities
and substandard structures. There have also been several
fights and murders in this same neighborhood.
7. Only 5 heads of families of the total 50 were classified
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as skilled workers. The remaining 45 were listed as unskilled
workers. Twenty-four of the workers were mothers, who were
employed either as heads of households or to supplement the
income of the heads of the house. The hours away from home
children
for such workers ranged from 12 to 14 in which theii/ were
entirely or partially unsupervised. The monthly income of
25 of the families ranged from $25 to $49 which is inadequate
even for small families. However, all families in this income
bracket were not small in number,
8, Nineteen of the 50 parents stopped school before they
reached the 5th grade. None of the families studied who had
not finished high school made use of the adult free education
program provided by the Ti^sa City School System.
9. There was found an official criminal record in 23
cases for parents, siblings or both, other than the juvenile
delinquent himself.
I 10.Stealing in various forms was the offense committed
most frequently by the children studied. Twelve children
were referred for this act.
There was also found 8 cases involving sexual offenses.
It was also revealed that sexual matters were closely connect¬
ed with other types of delinquency such as stealing and
running away from home. Six were referred to the court for
constantly running away from home, while five children were
referred on charges of pre-delinquency. Other types of
delinquency appeared in less frequent numbers.
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At the time the material for this study was collected
none of the families involved was directly affected hy the
present World War. This is probably due to the fact at the
time, from June 1, 1942 to December 31, 1942 Tulsa had not
instituted an ’’all out” war program,
11, The findings of this study indicate the need for
community planning in several areas; specifically in areas
of organized supervised recreation and in the employment of
Negroes in the better paying occupations. In the absence of
a definite community organization agency working directly
with the Negro population, the responsibility for seeing that
the general social needs of the Negro community are met rests




A STUDY OF THE UNDERLYING CAUSES OF JUVENILE DELINQUENCY
Municipal Juvenile Court, Tulsa, Okla.
Schedule
Name of Child_^ ^Age ^Grade_^ School
Address of child Lives with ^
Brothers and sisters.* names and ages living in home_
Parents’ or Guardians’ names and ages
Parents’ or Guardians’ marital status
Religion and attendance of child and parents or guardians
The Home; Size, ownership or rent, others in home, emotional
reaction of family towards each other, sex education taught
child and forms of punishment used hy parents in home
Occupation of parents or guardian
Educational status of parents or guardian
The Child: Describe child’s birth and early childhood period,
including his personality, employment, school record and




Co\irt Record: Has any meinber of family been in court for
offense?^
When was child first referred to this court
On What complaint By whom
How was case handled and disposed, type of detention care and
agencies contacted
Has child been before this court, either unofficially or
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